KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES  COLLEGE,
SPILSBY, LINCS
CHARGING POLICY

The Law on charging for college visits and activities is laid down in The Education Reform Act 1988 (Chapter V, Part I, 106-107).

The main principles are:

‘No charge shall be made in respect of admission to any maintained college’.

‘No charge shall be made in respect of the education provided for registered students at any such college during college hours’.  The College recognises these principles and abides by them.  In short, the College may not charge for any activity during college hours, or for any activity if it is an essential part of the syllabus for an approved examination even if it takes place out of college hours, i.e. Geography trips to Sheffield, Hunstanton etc. that are made as an integral part of a GCSE course.  Staff may charge for board and lodgings and optional extras.

The college may ask for a voluntary contribution to activities that take place in college hours but it should be made clear to parents that there is no obligation to contribute.  An amount may be suggested to parents that is required for the activity to take place and they may be advised that the activity may not take place if parents cannot support it.

The college can charge for activities that may take place out of college hours.  If a charge is made that charge should not be more than the actual cost.  Profit should not be made from one student to pay for another.

If money is needed to help hardship cases it should be raised by voluntary means and not from other students.

The cost of teachers’ travel, board and lodging cannot normally be recovered by charging students unless teachers have a separate contract.

Guidance to the above policy:

College hours and travel

Many activities take place partly within college hours and partly outside college hours.

If most of the time spent on a non-residential activity (more than 50%) occurs within college hours then a charge may not be made.  The time spent travelling to and from the venue only counts as college hours if the travel takes place during college hours.

If a visit requires a great deal of travel before and after normal college hours, but the time of the destination falls mainly in college time, then the visit would be deemed as taking place within college hours and would be free.

Residential Visits

A residential visit falls within college time if the number of college sessions missed by the students amounts to half or more of the number of half days taken up by the activity, e.g. a term-time trip from noon on Wednesday to 9.00 pm on Sunday would last for nine half days, including five college sessions and would count as taking place in college time.

A trip from noon on Thursday to 9.00pm on Sunday would count as seven half days, including three college sessions, and would be classified for charging as taking place outside of college time, e.g. college ski trip, activity holidays made in holiday time.

Music Tuition

Peripatetic music tuition is at present provided, free, to any student on request.  However the amount of tuition available is governed by the availability of musical instruments and this may limit the provision of tuition.  Tuition is offered after a series of auditions and according to potential.  If the peripatetic music teacher is unable to attend for a planned session the time is made up at a later date to ensure students receive their full entitlement.

Purchase of Materials/Resources
e.g. batteries, wood, metal, ingredients, folders etc.  All students are entitled to use appropriate components of a set task to complete that task in college.  However, a charge will be made if a student wishes to take a completed project home.  The cost will be set so as not to make a profit and a receipt given clearly outlining what the payment has covered.  These transactions are open to audit review.

As part of homework for Food Technology students are asked to provide ingredients for cooking. If students forget to bring items they can be purchased from the  department for a nominal fee.

Sketchbooks are needed by art students and these are available at a cost of £1.00.
Art Packs on sale from Art Department at a cost of £12.
Students are provided with a College Diary/Planner at the start of each academic year.  Replacement diaries are available at a cost of £2.00.

The College sells stationery equipment from the College Office and students are able to purchase equipment for use in college.  A comprehensive list of prices is available from the College Office.
Ties are on sale for £5.

Blazer badges are on sale for £3.50.

£5 required for use of locker.

£3 required to cover the cost of a replacement locker key.

Pens are on sale for 20p and pencilsfor 10p.
Reduced Charges

The College reserves the right to apply discretion to any child or family in extreme need.  In the case of extreme hardship arrangements may be made at the Headteacher’s discretion.  In the case of residential visits, families on Income Support, Family Credit, Disability Working Allowance and Jobseekers Allowance have the right to have their board and lodgings paid.

Letting Charges
The College uses the guidance laid out by the LEA in their Lettings Policy which has been adopted by the College.
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