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KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES COLLEGE
SPILSBY, LINCS

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
NB
This document is supported by statutory guidance in Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006).
1.Definition 

An abused child has suffered, or is suffering, from physical injury, sexual abuse, emotional abuse or neglect.  The college has a prime responsibility for the protection of children from abuse and must share any concerns about an individual’s welfare with the appropriate agencies, usually Social Services or the Police.

In all cases the first priority must be the safety and welfare of the child.

The descriptions below are based on Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCBs), Child Protection – Code of Practice and are the categories used for registering an abused child – Working Together to Safeguard Children 2006.


i) Physical Injury
The nature of the nature of the physical injury is not consistent with the account of how it occurred: or where there is a definite knowledge or reasonable suspicion that a person having custody, charge or care of the child, or any other person, inflicted or knowingly did not prevent the injury.  This includes children to whom it is suspected that poisonous substances have been administered.


ii) Physical Neglect
Children under the age of eighteen who have been persistently or severely neglected physically, to such an extent that their health and development are impaired.  Particular attention is drawn to food, hygiene, warmth, clothing, supervision, stimulation, safety precautions and medical care.  Serious inadequacies in these areas may constitute neglect.


iii) Emotional Abuse
Where there is persistent coldness, hostility, rejection, ridicule or other psychological pressures by the parent or care-giver, to such an extent that the child’s behaviour and development are impaired.  Exercise of undue pressure eg to succeed academically beyond reasonable expectation.


iv) Sexual Abuse
The involvement of dependent, developmentally immature children and young persons in sexual activities that they do not fully comprehend, to which they are unable to give informed consent, and which violate social and family taboos.  Sexual abuse may also include exposure of children to sexual stimulation inappropriate to the child’s age and level of development.
2. Identification

In college, we can use indicators of possible abuse to identify students who we feel may be at ‘risk’.  Once again, these indicators are not exclusive or definitive and types of abuse do not stand alone; usually if there is one there are others.  Staff should read the guidance below alongside leaflets attached.
i) Signs which may be indicative of Physical Abuse
-  unexplained injuries or burns, particularly if they are recurrent
-  improbable excuses given to explain injuries
-  refusal to discuss injuries
-  untreated injuries
-  admission of punishment that appears excessive
-  bald patches
-  withdrawal from physical contact
-  arms and legs kept covered in hot weather
-  fear of  returning home 
-  fear of medical help
-  self-destructive tendencies
- aggression towards others
-  running away

ii) Neglect
-  constant hunger
-  poor personal hygiene
-  constant tiredness
-  poor state of clothing
-  emaciation
- frequent lateness or non-attendance at college
-  untreated medical problems
-  low self-esteem
-  neurotic behaviour
- no social relationships
-  running away
-  compulsive stealing or scavenging


iii) Signs of Emotional Abuse
-  physical, mental and emotional development lags
-  admission of punishment which appears excessive
-  over-reaction to mistakes
-  continual self-deprecation
-  sudden speech disorders
-  fear of new situations
-  inappropriate emotional responses to painful situations
-  neurotic behaviour (for examples rocking, hair twisting, thumb sucking)
-  self-mutilation
-  fear of parents being contacted
-  extremes of passivity or aggression
-  drug/solvent abuse
-  running away
-  compulsive eating, scavenging


iv) Signs and Symptoms – a closer look
We know there are lots of signs and symptoms which may indicate that a child is being sexually abused.  There are many checklists available detailing these and one such is included here.


Signs of sexual abuse:
-  sudden change in behaviour or college performance
-  displays affection in a sexual way inappropriate to age
-  tendency to cling or need constant reassurance
-  tendency to cry easily
-  regression to younger behaviour, such as thumb sucking, play with discarded toys, 
   acting like a baby
-  complaints of genital itching or pain
-  distrust of a familiar adult, or anxiety about being left with a relative, a baby sitter or lodger
-  unexplained gifts of money
-  depression and withdrawal
-  apparent secrecy
-  wetting, day or night

-  sleep disturbances or nightmares
-  chronic illnesses, especially throat infections and venereal disease
-  anorexia or bulimia
-  unexplained pregnancy
-  fear of undressing for gym
-  phobias or panic attacks

1.Action
a) If signs of abuse are noted by staff in college the matter should be referred to one of the Child Protection contacts as a matter of urgency, using the referral sheet Appendix B, available in the staff room.  If an allegation is made against a member of staff the procedures followed will be as detailed in the Children Act 2004 and s175 of the Education Act 2002.  Mrs Reeve and Mrs Jarvis have received training with regards to Child Protection issues, and CAF referrals, and are available at any time to deal with such issues. (See Appendix A)


b) Staff should not attempt to gain a disclosure from a child as this could be construed as leading the child by a Court of Law.  In this case, evidence is sometimes dismissed.


c) Sometimes, however a child will suddenly decide to confide in an adult with no prior warning.  At this point it may be useful to take notes.  NB  This is quite different from a statement of events.  Teachers’ hand-written notes, dated and signed may be used in Court.  The statements listed below could help you in your response to the child

Six things to tell a child who decides to confide in you:
1. “I believe you”

2. “It’s not your fault”.  (A child can never be held responsible for abuse received at the hands of others.)

3. “I’m glad you told me”

4. “I’m sorry this has happened to you”

5. “I am going to have to tell someone else”

6. “I’m going to help you”

d.) The college does have a responsibility as laid down by LSCBS Guidelines to refer all cases of suspected abuse to the Police and/Social Services.  By definition contact, initial or further, with parents or carers may be appropriate.  The college does not take this decision.  A Common Assessment Form (CAF) is attached to this policy (Appendix C).  In cases of referral this forms need completion by the Child Protection contact making the referral to the relevant authority.  This form may be completed by consultation with other agencies involved.

2.Monitoring

A balance between too little and too much information to staff is required and is totally dependent on the nature of the abuse.  The Child Protection contacts to co-ordinate appropriate communication eg in the case of physical abuse, the Form Tutor and PE teachers should be requested to report further signs of abuse.

One of the Child Protection contacts (Mrs Reeve or Mrs Jarvis) will  attend Child Protection Conferences/CAF Meetings as convened and normally represent the College in Core Group meetings.  Child Protection Conferences are convened if the investigating team feel that there is still an issue to resolve.  Student Support Co-ordinators also attend CAF Meetings to represent the college.
Mrs Chris Holmes is the Governor with responsibility for Child Protection.


3,Recording

A record of the reported incident should be kept with the students’ files but in a confidential envelope.  If a Child Protection Conference/CAF Meeting is convened a note should be entered on file stating the time and date of the conference, but conference minutes should be held in a separate file within the locked filing cabinet holding student records.

A copy of the reported incident and the name of the student placed on the Child Protection Register should be forwarded to Mrs Reeve to include in the Child Abuse Register/File as soon as possible after the investigation or conference.

E-Safety
At King Edward VI Humanities College we understand the responsibility to educate our students on eSafety issues; teaching them the appropriate behaviours and critical thinking skills to enable them to remain both safe and legal when using the internet and related technologies, in and beyond the context of the classroom.
The E-Safety Policy and the Acceptable Use Agreement (for all staff, governors, visitors and students) are inclusive of both fixed and mobile internet; technologies provided by the college (such as PCs, laptops, personal digital assistants (PDAs), tablets, webcams, whiteboards, voting systems, digital video equipment, etc); and technologies owned by students and staff, but brought onto college premises (such as laptops, mobile phones, camera phones, PDAs and portable media players, etc).
Assemblies have been delivered to all year groups explaining the importance of E-Safety and staff have received expert training and advice by County Council E-Safety Advisers.

CONCLUSION
It is important to take disclosures or indicators seriously.  We are not here to interfere with the lives of children we teach but to help and support them.  An early referral to the appropriate agency could prevent much unhappiness at a later date.

Once again, it is worth reiterating that in the case of child abuse the child’s welfare is of paramount importance.
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APPENDIX A
Four Day Training – updated regularly

Mrs Margaret Reeve
Headteacher

Mrs Maureen Jarvis

Personnel Support Manager

On-line Training (April//May 2009)
Mrs Su Turner

Student Support Co-ordinator, Year 7/8
Mrs Dorothy Barron

Student Support Co-ordinator, Year 9
Mrs Marianne Chambers
Student Support Co-ordinator, Year 10

Mrs Joyce Jackson

Student Support Co-ordinator, Year 11 

Mrs Charlotte Hunter
Humanities Instructor
Whole Staff Child Protection training included in a Training Day at the start of every academic year.
Specific Child Protection and E-Safety last carried out on 20 April 2009.

On-Line Training (September 2011)

E-Learning Child Protection Training carried out on Training Day as per Appendix C.






APPENDIX  B
CHILD PROTECTION CHECK LIST
NAME OF STUDENT:
___________________________________________

DATE:



___________________________________________
HOME ADDRESS:

___________________________________________





___________________________________________

HOME TELEPHONE NO:
___________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:

___________________________________________

INCIDENT CAUSING CONCERN:

INFORMED NAMED PERSON:  

ON ____________________________ (DATE) AT ______________________ (TIME)







Ensure you record all you are told


Inform named person


Request details of action being taken


Do you need support – emotional/practical?





ACTION TAKEN BY NAMED PERSON:





INTERVIEWED CHILD -  TIME:                    DATE: 





CHECKED FOR ANY REQUIRED MEDICAL TREATMENT.  A           N/A 





NOTIFIED MEDICAL ISSUES TO:  NAME                                                                     





SKIN MAP                           DATE  		  TIME 	                LOCATION			





NOTIFIED PARENTS OF CONCERN.  DATE  		  TIME			





NOTIFIED SOCIAL SERVICES.  TP 		TIME		  DATE 			





SOCIAL WORKER:  									





NOTIFIED LEA OR PROFORMA.  DATE
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