KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES COLLEGE

SPILSBY, LINCS

POLICY FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

“Where to or three are gathered in my name there am I among them”

Rationale
The character and content of collective worship will be determined by the Governing Body of the college.  The nature of collective worship was established in the 1994 Education Act and maintained in the Education 
Reform Act 1988.  Acts of worship must be “wholly or mainly of a broad Christian character”.  In guidelines for collective worship the interpretation of worship for colleges with a strong denominational link is defined as “the free response of prayer, action and adoring commitment of believer towards a personal God whom they understand as transient and objective, and those essence they perceive is love”.  The National Curriculum stresses a broad balanced curriculum prompting the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of students at the college and in society.
Purpose
The purpose of collective worship is to offer the day’s work and actions to God and to recognise that all love and talent comes from God.  Collective worship “can set the tone of each day, establish the college as a community and build up the morale and tone of the college, and can introduce to the practice of worship children who need it, and respond to it, and would not otherwise experience it.”

Aims
1. To give expression to the common values which under grid the college’s existence as a Christian community.
2. To contribute to the spiritual and moral development of children and enhance other aims of the National Curriculum.

3. To set the tone and ethos of the college by providing an opportunity for the exploration, reflection and celebration of aspects of humans flourishing in the community.

4. To provide the means to offer a vision of personal, spiritual maturity which shows high personal standards and a concern for others as much as for self in the exploration of religious and humanistic models of personal and communal living.
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5. To foster a sense of community based on shared values, which go beyond personal interest, focusing on communities of family, college, nation and the world.

6. To explore the individual’s creative and contributory roles in all levels of the community.

7. To develop the understanding, respect and tolerance of positive values, and ways of life different from one’s own.

8. To promote understanding of and the opportunity to share in the traditional elements of prayer.

9. To widen the emotional responses of students, deepen intellectual questioning and prompt a continuing search for truth and understanding.

The Nature of Collective Worship
The nature of collective worship must strike a balance between questioning, searching and discovering and the expression of beliefs and convictions.  It is essential that all those in collective worship respect and tolerate those who participate from another standpoint than their own.  Collective worship must be planned with the ages, aptitude and background of the students in mind.  Collective worship must be relevant, personal and cross-curricular in its nature.

Collective Worship in Practice
The act of worship as stated in the 1988 Education Report Act “need no longer to be held at the start of the college day”, “at any time during the college day”.  The act of collective worship at King Edward VI Humanities College takes place before lessons in the morning.  Acts of worship take place at the end of every term at the end of the college day.  The college celebrates the achievements of the term as a whole and praises and reinforces achievements of individuals.
At King Edward VI Humanities College the act of worship takes the form of a whole college assembly every day unless practical circumstances dictate otherwise, eg an examination in the hall, use of the hall for other activities.  In these circumstances each tutor group would reflect upon their own act of worship using the focus of the week.  Collective worship is unique to each college.  At King Edward VI Humanities College we see collective worship as a very important part of the college ethos.

Worship is led by one person, a group of students, a group of teachers and 
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students or visitors.  The act of worship may involve any of these practices at any given time: prayers, readings, hymns, literature, reflection, drama, mime, music, video, visual aids.

The usual practice is:

Monday

The Headteacher celebrates an assembly based on the




focus of the week

Tuesday

House Assembly
Wednesday

Year Assembly/House Assembly by Head of House
Thursday

Year Assembly/House Assembly by Head of House
Friday


Celebration of achievements
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