KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES COLLEGE

SPILSBY, LINCS

CURRICULUM AND TEACHING AND LEARNING POLICY

1.
Rationale

The College strives to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which meets statutory requirements, but which also provides opportunities for a varied programme that stimulates students in all areas of experience and, particularly at KS4, offers vocational education and links to the world of work.  The curriculum is regularly and closely monitored against these aims.  This policy links with our Homework and Assessment policies and should read alongside our provision for students with Learning Difficulties.

2.
Curriculum Aims


The curriculum should:

· be broad, balanced, relevant and coherent

· display continuity, progression and differentiation

· equip students with the knowledge, skills, understanding and qualifications they need for later life

· reflect the multi-cultural nature of society

· encourage tolerance and care, self-respect, respect for others and a sense of responsibility

· encourage curiosity, confidence, initiative, independence and a sense of awe

· involve the community

3.
Curriculum Planning

Discussions regarding the broad issues of curriculum planning take place at Senior Leadership Team meetings.  Further discussions are conducted with staff.  The draft curriculum models are then discussed by governors on Standards and Personnel Committee.  The curriculum plan includes all the requirements of the National Curriculum and gives due consideration to the recommendations for time allocations.

3.1 In KS3 students study:

English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, RE, Design & Technology, Information Technology, Modern Language (French), Music, Art, PE and PEWB.  

Key Stage 3 students will have two Humanities themed days a year during which they will complete cross curricular activities linked to an Humanities theme.

In KS4 students study:

English language and literature, Science or rural science, Mathematics, BTEC Sport, BTEC ICT, RE and PEWB. 
They choose three subjects from:

Modern Language (French), Design & Technology (Food or Resistant Materials), Art, Geography, History, and Expressive arts GCSE.  

Students are also able to select a vocational option in BTEC Business Studies or a Diploma in Environmental and Land based studies, Engineering or Hair and Beauty.
Students are also able to access vocational training outside the college in Construction or via work experience
Students are encouraged to study a range of subjects, but to concentrate on those that most closely meet their learning needs.

The curriculum is delivered by subject teachers and Higher Level Teaching Assistants where appropriate in 25 x 60 minute lessons.

The work within individual subjects of the curriculum is matched to the differing abilities of our students.  Schemes of work are reviewed annually to ensure their appropriateness, relevance and accessibility.  The new key stage 3 programmes of study are being incorporated into schemes of work in accordance with the national timeline.
4.
Teaching and Learning Styles


The way in which lessons are presented is as important as the content.


Good lessons

· have clear, identified objectives which are shared with students

· are well planned using college lesson plan format

· involve tasks which match students’ ability

· build on prior knowledge and skills

· use a variety of teaching strategies and approaches

· progress at a suitable and usually changing pace

· address the needs of Visual, Audio, Kinaesthetic learners.

Students should be encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning.  They should reflect on and evaluate their work; negotiate and set targets; and record their progress.

There should be a balance of individual, small group and whole class work.

Homework is an important part of the students’ independent learning process and is set regularly according to the homework policy.

5.
Environment and Resources

The environment in which teaching and learning takes place can significantly enhance both.

Teaching staff are encouraged to provide an attractive, stimulating environment by displaying reference material and students’ work.  Such displays should be changed frequently.

Students should be familiar with the breadth of resources inside and outside the college and with the organisation and access of such resources.

Worksheets, Interactive whiteboard work, ICT based activities and other teacher-generated resources should present a positive set of messages to students with regard to care, neatness, quality etc.

6.
Ethos

All students are encouraged to achieve in accordance with their full potential.  Achievement and effort are monitored regularly.

In key stage 3 students are in mixed ability forms but are taught in sets according to ability (some sets are of equal ability).  In Key Stage 4 students are taught in sets for Maths, English, ICT and Science.

The Student support manager has a significant role to play in advising subject leaders on differentiation and choice of materials and in ensuring that the needs of the most and least able are met within each subject.

7.
Personal, Social, Moral, Economic and Spiritual Development

Personal, social, moral, economic and spiritual development is a valued strand of the curriculum.  All subjects should identify ways in which they make their own contribution to this strand.

Students are encouraged to participate in the consultative and decision-making processes within the college, particularly through the mechanism of the Student Council.

PEWB content is designed to develop social skills, study skills, personal skills, understanding and care for others and skills in financial management.
RE lessons cover a range of social and spiritual issues, as do whole college assemblies.

Key Stage 3 students will have two Humanities themed days a year during which they will complete cross curricular activities linked to an Humanities theme.

8.
Teaching/Learning

8.1   
Purpose:

We recognise that our students have a range of differing learning needs.  In order to meet such diversity of need we will create learning environments which both challenge and empower all of our students.  We will also equip our students with the skills they need both now and in a future life-long learning.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the college’s behaviour, homework and learning support policies.


8.2
Our Aims for Learning:



We believe that our students learn best when:

· we identify and build upon what our students already know and can do

· they work actively and collaboratively

· they are challenged to develop higher expectations

· they are offered a curriculum that provides breadth and relevance at Key Stage 3 and breadth and relevance with a degree of choice at Key Stage 4.

8.3
Our Aims for Teaching

8.3.1 We believe that our teaching is most effective when we address 1, 2, 3 and 4 above and in particular when we:

· maximise opportunities for teacher/student and student/student interaction

· offer our students a range of appropriate teaching styles, a stimulating environment and resources that support their learning

· develop all staff as reflective practitioners, secure in their knowledge and understanding of their subject area

8.3.2 To achieve our aims, quality lessons at King Edward VI Humanities College will follow the structure below:

· lessons are well planned and the learning objectives, which should be achieved during the lesson, are clearly defined and made explicit to the students at the start of each lesson.
· the teaching methods and organisational strategies match the learning objectives and the needs of all students 
· the lesson content is appropriate to the age and ability of the students
· teachers have high expectations so as to challenge students
· through differentiation, less able students are supported and more able students stretched
· learning styles are matched by teacher delivery - VAK

· teachers maintain a high standard of discipline
· teachers and students use resources effectively
· teachers and students make effective use of time at an appropriate pace
· teachers praise students and give positive comments and feedback
· teachers use homework effectively to reinforce and/or extend what is learned in college
· assessment is fair, thorough and constructive and teachers use assessment to inform teaching
· teachers are up to date in their subject area
Whenever appropriate, teachers:

· draw upon the local community as a curriculum resource

· use ICT to enhance teaching and learning
· make reference to cross curricular content of PEWB and Humanities.
· incorporate opportunities for language development so as to raise standards of literacy and numeracy
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