KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES COLLEGE, 

SPILSBY, LINCS

DRUGS POLICY

Rationale and the aims of the policy:

The College supports the following educational aims in respect of substance use and misuse:

-
to enable students to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, challenging attitudes and developing and practising skills

-
to provide accurate information about substances

-
to increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use and misuse

-
to encourage an understanding for those experiencing or likely to  

experience substance use

-       to widen understanding about related health and social issues, e.g.     

           sex and sexuality, crime, HIV and AIDS

-         to seek to minimise the risks that users and potential users face

-      to enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal 

     support

These aims are fulfilled through aspects of the students’ experience in the taught curriculum, the informal curriculum and through opportunities for extra-curricular activities. The College actively co-operates with other agencies such as Community Police, Social Services, LA and Health and Drug Agencies to deliver its commitment to Drugs Education and to deal with incidents of substance use and misuse.

Consultation Process:

The consultation process in the development of this policy has involved students, teaching staff, Governors, parents, non-teaching staff, College Nurse, and the Curriculum Adviser for Drugs Education.

Documentation Process:

The documentation process in the development of this policy has involved the County Council Policy on Drugs and Alcohol Misuse as this forms part of the Health & Safety Policy, which is designed to reduce to a minimum the possible effects of substance misuse on the user, other employees and environment.  Guidance notes received from Drugs Advisor to enable amendment to previous policy.

The role of the College Drug Co-ordinator:

The Headteacher is the College Drug Co-ordinator who:

- Does not tolerate the use of drugs, including solvents and alcohol, by members of the college or the illegal supply of these substances

- Is committed to the health and safety of members of the college and will take action to safeguard their well-being.

- Takes overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation, for liaison with the Governing Body, parents, LA and appropriate outside agencies;

- Ensures that all staff dealing with substance issues are adequately supported and trained and are familiar with warning signs that individuals may exhibit in order to be best placed assisting students who have submitted themselves to drug abuse.

Drugs Abuse Identification – please see Appendix A.

 If a student admits to using or supplying drugs off the premises, the teacher must inform the Headteacher. The Headteacher will inform parents and normally the Local Police.

N.B.: Care should be taken in apprehending a student who is known to have taken drugs, including solvents, in that sudden raising of voices can cause apoplectic shock in the user.

 In instances involving drug misuse or supply on the premises and following discussion between staff members who know the student well parents will be informed at the earliest opportunity by the Headteacher. The college and the parents can then work together to support the young person involved.

If students are caught in possession of drugs, dealing drugs/distributing irrespective of monetary gain at that time or an illegal substance that constitutes an offence in Law on the College premises, they will normally be permanently excluded and the Police will normally be informed and be asked to take possession of the substance.
NB: Dealings in drugs will almost always involve a permanent exclusion.

There is no legal obligation to inform the Police, though they may be able to give relevant support and advice. This will happen at the discretion of the Headteacher. However, we cannot knowingly allow the college to be used for the production or supply of any controlled drug.

The college will consider each drug incident individually and recognises that a variety of responses will be necessary to deal with incidents. For example, a distinction will be made between solvents, alcohol and drug substances when 

-
considering each incident. The college seeks to balance the interests of the student involved, the other college members and the local community. Fixed term exclusion may be appropriate in some cases. Permanent exclusion may be used as a final sanction when all other reasonable steps have been taken. To exclude a child for a drug related offence may exacerbate the problem and not support their needs.

In the case of staff, the college will follow the County Council Policy on Drug and Alcohol Misuse as part of its Health and Safety Policy, which is designed to reduce to a minimum the possible effects of substance misuse on the user, other employees and the environment.

The Headteacher will take responsibility for liaison with the media. As the issue of substance misuse is an emotive one, and is likely to generate interest from the local and national media, the college will take appropriate advice and guidance from the Diocesan Colleges Commission, LA Press Office and Legal Department to ensure that any reporting of incidents remains in the best interests of the young people, their families and the college. Where the college is concerned, the LA should be informed as soon as possible. This may be done via the LA Adviser for Drugs Education, or the College Support Officer.

The College’s Drug Education Programme Provision:

In response to our shared concerns at a local and national level, we wish to state that as part of its care for the welfare of its students, the College believes it has a duty to inform and educate young people on the consequences of drug use and misuse. This is a vital part of the Personal and Social Education of every student.

Drug Education is delivered by Science and Citizenship Departments and professionals from external agencies.

Year 7

Smoking concerns are studied with an emphasis on the effects of substances on the body;  peer pressure and how to resist it and costs to appearance, health and finances.
Year 8



Drug awareness is taught and an identification of the problem in the local area. Attitudes to drug and preventative measures are discussed in detail. External speakers develop these ideas in workshop groups. Solvent Abuse and its effects are considered with an awareness of peer group pressure and decision making skills. This will also include the use of prescribed medicines, college rules and related drugs.

Year 9
Alcohol abuse is studied with an emphasis on the effects of substances on the body: the social pressures encountered and the effect of media portrayal.  Decision making skills are encouraged and students are taught the laws relating to alcohol.
Alcohol and the relationship with HIV are linked. This subject is linked with Sex Education on HIV/AIDS.

Y10 & Y11
Target speakers with emphasis on drug taking and substance abuse, including alcohol on themed days.
Aims of Drug Education:

-
To help students develop, extend and practise the skills they need to cope responsibly in a drug using society.

-
To provide access to reliable, up-to-date, objective and balanced information about drugs, including medicines and legal drugs.

-
To give opportunities for students to explore a range of attitudes to drugs and to drug users, including their own and each others

-
To emphasise the college’s focus upon personal safety and personal health to explore issues relevant to students, which are raised by the uses of drugs in society

-
To contribute to raising and maintaining high self esteem in all students

-
To foster competence and confidence in students’ critical thinking and decision making skills

-
To identify sources of further information and reliable support.

Resourcing:

All materials and resources will be met from budget of Citizenship & Science Departments.

Staff Development:

Training for Science and Citizenship Staff is delivered by Police and Health Trainers on a regular basis. External professional development in Drugs Education is an ongoing process for staff to deliver accurate information to students of the college.

Use of Outside Speakers and Visitors:

The college liaises with the local Drug Co-ordinator to arrange visits to deliver Drug Education to students, and also to arrange a Drugs Awareness Evening for parents to ensure they are aware of current issues and drug problems.

Ex-addicts have given presentations to KS4 pupils, speaking to small groups of students in a preventative measure;

Monitoring & Evaluation:

Monitoring of Drug Education is carried out by students, teachers and parents.

Students are encouraged to provide feedback on drug education sessions informally and at Student Council. Students are asked to suggest methods of improvement and to comment on whether information received was appropriate to their needs. Recent student comments have suggested the use of ex-addicts, nurses and doctors to speak on the effects of drug abuse. 

Drug Awareness Evenings for parents could provide an opportunity for parents to listen to what is delivered in college and to suggest alternatives.

Evaluation procedures to discover the effects of drug education on the performance of students are to be arranged. However, the low incidences of drug related problems would tend to suggest that education programmes are reasonably successful.

Dealing with Drug Related Incidents:

Please refer to Appendix A.

The role of Parents and Carers:

Parents and Carers are encouraged to contact the College Drug Co-ordinator if they have any concerns regarding their own children or the college as a whole with respect to drugs.  Effective communication and co-operation is essential to the successful implementation of this policy.

The role of the Governors:

The Governing Body will be involved in substance education and substance related incidents in the same manner as any other matter concerning the direction of the college.

The National Healthy School Standard:

King Edward VI Humanities College achieved this standard in May 2008.

Liaison with other colleges:

The college is considering holding joint Drugs Awareness Evening with other local college and hopes to address this through our Primary/Secondary Liaison.

Colleges Drugs Co-ordinator:
Mrs M Reeve, Headteacher

Headteacher:


Mrs M Reeve

College Governor with lead

responsibility for Drugs Issues:  
 Mr M Lenton
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APPENDIX A

DRUG ABUSE IDENTIFICATION

Warning signs in individuals

 changes in attendance and being unwilling to take part in college activities;

 decline in performance in college work;

 unusual outbreaks of temper, marked swings of mood, restlessness or irritability;

 reports from parents that more time is being spent away from home, possibly with new friends in older age groups;

 excessive spending or borrowing of money;

 stealing money or goods;

 excessive tiredness without obvious cause;

 no interest in physical appearance;

 sores or rashes especially on the mouth or nose;

 lack of appetite;

 heavy use of scents, colognes, etc. to disguise the smell of drugs;

 wearing sunglasses at inappropriate times.

Warning signs in groups

 regular absence on certain days;

 keeping a distance from other students;

 keeping away from supervision points;

 being the subject of rumours about drug taking;

 stealing which appears to be the work of several individuals;

 use of drug takers’ slang

 associating briefly with one person who is older and not normally part of the peer group

Objects that may indicate drug abuse

 foil containers or cup shapes from silver foil, perhaps discoloured by heat;

 metal tins;

 spoons discoloured by heat;

 pill boxes;

 plastic or glass bottles;

 twists of paper;

 straw;

 sugar lumps;

 syringe and needles;

 torn ‘Rizla’ packets
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 cigarette papers and lighters;

 spent matches;

 plastic bags or butane gas containers (solvent abuse);

 cardboard or other tubes (heroin);

 stamps, stickers, transfers or similar items;

 shredded cigarettes, home-rolled cigarettes and pipes (cannabis);

 paper (about 2 inches square) folded to form an envelope (heroin).

Any member of staff recognising any of these signs should refer them immediately to Mrs. M. Reeve to record in writing. A written report will ensure that any patterns of behaviour related to specific students can be properly evaluated against possible misuse

APPENDIX B
DEALING WITH DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS

General Principles:

If a student makes a disclosure about the use of illegal substances, the Headteacher must be informed immediately.

CONFIDENTIALITY
- Students must be aware that disclosures are not treated in confidence and the obligation staff will be under to inform appropriate persons when a disclosure is made.

PARENTS - In most cases it is appropriate to inform parents if their child 
is involved in a drug related incident, always taking reasonable care that inappropriate and possibly aggressive behaviour on the part of the parent does not result.

If there is any doubt concerning the safety of the student in the home when a drug incident is reported, Social Services should be alerted.

POLICE - although there is no legal obligation to call the Police when a drug incident or offence has been discovered on the premises this would usually be an appropriate action to take.

If the Police interview a child in college, the parents must be 
informed by the Police unless in exceptional circumstances with the Headteacher’s agreement provided that efforts have been made to inform the parents.

COUNSELLING - Usually this is available to students through the services of local support agencies. Telephone numbers of such services are prominently displayed to enable students to seek their own counsel when required.

Such numbers include:



Childline

FREEPHONE

0800 1111



National Drugs



Helpline

FREEPHONE

0800 77 66 00

Specific Incidents:

1.
Student suffering the effects of an illegal substance.


- Summon First Aider


- Summon Ambulance


- Inform Substance Co-ordinator/Headteacher


- Inform parents


- Consider disciplinary response
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2.
Student in possession of, or using a controlled drug on college premises.


- If needed, summon medical help


- Confiscate drug, secure in safe place and take to Police Station or 

  arrange as soon as possible


- Inform Substance Co-ordinator/Headteacher


- Inform parents


- Consider disciplinary response

3.
Student dealing in drugs.


- If needed, summon medical help


- Confiscate drug, secure in safe place and take to Police Station or 

             arrange for collection as soon as possible

- Inform Substance Co-ordinator/Headteacher who will interview  

  student with a  witness present

          - Student could be requested to turn out pockets, remove blazer or 

             shoes  or empty college bag to secure any further substances or

  articles used in substance misuse, or possibly for self harm/harm

             to staff

If the student refuses, the Police should be called in to deal with the situation at this point. Intimate physical searches or asking students to remove articles of clothing should never be made by any member of teaching or non-teaching staff.


- Police should be informed if student is supplying others with illegal              

             substances for monetary gain or otherwise

- Inform parents


- Consider disciplinary response

4.
Discovery of illegal substances


- Store in secure place and take to Police Station or arrange for 

             collection as soon as possible.


- Pack substance securely with date, time and place of discovery.


- The package should be signed by the person who discovered it.

- In the event of an illegal substances being found or brought onto the   

  college site the Police will be contacted immediately to arrange for the   

  illegal substance to be handed over. 
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