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EARLY ENTRY POLICY
Students are given two additional opportunities to achieve or improve grades in English and Maths through our early entry policy in Year 10, introduced in June 2007.  Although this policy demands extra funding we feel that if offers students the chance to improve their grades in college rather than having to complete courses in further education .  In November 2006 the system was trialled by offering Year 11 students the chance to sit GCSE English and Maths at Intermediate Level earlier than expected to allow high achievers the opportunity to sit GCSE  Statistics with 96% achieving a C+.
This policy also allows these students who achieve their target grades the chance to study GCSE Statistics at Foundation or Intermediate Level in June 2008.  In English students only face a single examination in English Literature.
Overall by sitting examinations in Year 10 and early in Year 11 students benefit by:

· Having two or three opportunities to achieve their target grade

· Having an opportunity to sit a higher tier examination at the end of the year  if good progress is made, whilst having a ‘safety net ‘ of at least a C grade in hand.

· Reducing the number of final examinations by four papers, thereby allowing them to focus on other subjects

· Reducing the amount of coursework needed in the final year of study by completing six pieces ahead of time.

· Having more time in Year 11 to focus on GCSE English Literature, GCSE Statistics or A/S Level courses if appropriate.

NB


Students do not have to sit exams in Year 10 against their wishes, but in June 2007 all students took the opportunity to do so.

Governors and staff feel that the benefits outweigh the additional examination costs incurred through following this course of action, ie £25 per subject per student, but feel that it is in the best interests of the students.

Nationally, employers and FE establishments look for grade C and above in Maths and English regardless of other subject grades.  Students are well served by this practice and gain much needed examination expertise which transfers readily to other subject preparation.
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