KING EDWARD VI HUMANITIES COLLEGE
SPILSBY, LINCS.

HOMEWORK POLICY

RATIONALE:

 We believe homework provides a significant opportunity for our students to broaden and extend their learning experiences 
 We believe learning at home is an essential part of a good education. 
 We believe that homework is most successful where families support the students in their work and this practice develops home-college partnership
 We believe that homework helps to raise achievement by consolidating reinforcing skills, knowledge and understanding acquired during lesson time

 We believe that five years of homework is equivalent to an extra year in college

AIMS:

 We aim to make homework an integral part of the learning process with carefully planned tasks which are structured to support progression and the college’s Schemes of Work

 We aim to instil the sense of self discipline, independent learning and planning, in particular managing demands such as GCSE coursework

 We aim to make use of valuable additional resources for learning outside the classroom

 We aim to provide mechanisms to support students, parents and staff in dealing with homework and to keep parents informed about the work students are doing

 We aim to relate homework tasks to the varied learning needs of students: this may be a reading or written task, research or revision for reinforcement or extra preparation

OBJECTIVES:

 Plan and manage homework as an integral part of all Schemes of Work.

 Homework to be assessed and recorded in line with college and departmental Assessment Policies.

 Sharing good practice about approaches to homework and developing an appendix to this policy setting out good practice

 Getting students to make full use of college planners, which will also help staff and parents to monitor their use as well as the homework itself.  Lost planners must be replaced.

 Make use of PSE/study skills programme to reinforce homework study skills.

 Encourage independent use of Libraries, Museums, Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Tourist Information, Travel Agencies, shops and other similar sources of information together with the full range of media – magazines, periodicals, newspapers, TV, ICT, Internet.

 Encourage students to see parents and other adults as good sources of support for their learning.

 Ensure homeworks are set to the timetable.

 Provide 45 minutes of homework per subject per week, in Year 7, rising to  90 minutes per subject per week in Key Stage 4.

 To examine the possibility of providing facilities in college – conducive environment – for students in need of such help to produce ‘homework’.

 To acknowledge that over-night production of homework may not always be possible, such a situation to be covered by a parental note.

 To establish a clear and manageable system that:
· encourages students to produce homework on time

· supports staff in monitoring this

· gives a framework for use of rewards and sanctions in this area, ie merit points, lunchtime or after college detentions.
RESPONSIBILITIES:

Governors

· To evaluate Headteachers report on the quality and effectiveness of homework provision on a bi- termly basis
· To ensure that appropriate resources are within the budget available for the development of homework across the age and ability range of the college 
Headteacher

 to ensure that the college policy on homework is implemented to the satisfaction of the Governors

 to provide supervised homework facilities during lunchtimes in study areas such as Media Centre and Resource Centre
 to ensure that all monitoring and evaluation is carried out according to the highest standard and within the given timescale

 to provide reports on the quality of homework provision to the Standards and Personnel Committee on a bi-termly basis
 to provide regular updates through the parental newsletter on the content of homework monitoring reports

 to review the impact of the homework policy with parents, students and staff at the end of the academic year, reporting back to the Governing Body on 15th July 2008

Heads Of Department 

· to monitor homework set within the department according to the homework timetable
· to receive, monitor and evaluate a termly (six weekly) homework log from all staff in the department

· to monitor a sample selection of student books from each year group on a bi-termly basis, according to the calendar, in order to evaluate the quality of homework set against the rate of student progress. This information should be recorded in the Quality Assurance file on the proforma provided.

· to ensure that the homework tasks for each term are given to the Network Manager at the beginning of each term (six weekly) to put onto the Internet for parent and student use

· to update the Network Manager if changes to homework tasks occur due to absence, college visits, guest speakers etc 
· to support staff where issues around completion or quality of student homework appear by arranging a departmental detention, with a letter home and copied to Pupil Support Co-ordinator in the first instance, or if issues regularly arise by informing the Pupil Support Coordinator who will contact parents.

Subject Teachers

· to set appropriate homework tasks with a clear purpose  within the guidelines of the college policy. In KS4 this will include setting coursework within a time framework to reduce overload at particular times of the year

· to write homework tasks on whiteboard in good time for students to write this in their planners with clear deadlines for completion; NOT usually at the end of a lesson
· to mark homework and record students’ progress promptly with clear feedback given 

· to notify form tutors in the case of regular defaulters and to ensure that occasional lapses are followed up

· to provide a termly(six weekly) homework log to Head of Department (or Head of Faculty in single person departments)
· to inform Teaching Assistants of homework tasks in briefing sheets and allow time for them to support students with special needs in writing this work into planners
· to initiate a subject detention when homework is not completed or handed in on time.
· to involve Heads of Department (or Head of Faculty in single person departments)  where students have failed to complete homework three times or the quality of homework causes concern. 
Student Progress Co-ordinators

· To inform parents of homework issues where they are regularly occurring across subject areas in order to reach a solution

· Checking student planners on a FORTNIGHTLY basis to ensure that homework has been set, is recorded correctly and that planner is signed by parent and tutor
Head of Learning Support and Teaching Assistants

· to ensure that Resource Centre is staffed on a daily basis at lunchtime to support students with homework tasks

· to ensure that students have time to accurately write down all set homework tasks and simplifying the instructions where needed.

· to provide differentiated work advice or materials for homework for students who have difficulty accessing particular tasks

· to liaise with parents over difficulties with homework completion
Network Manager

· to display termly (six weekly) homework onto the Internet during the first week of term for parental information and monitoring and to alert the Faculty Heads responsible for the subject areas where this work is not received.
· to ensure that the homework policy is clearly available for parental use

· to display monitoring reports on a termly basis for parental information

· to ensure that all students have access to email to allow them to send homework to a home address for completion

Form Tutors

· to be actively aware of the nature and amount of homework set to students in their care.

· to take remedial action in cases referred to them by subject tutors

· to checking and sign the student’s homework planners on a WEEKLY basis 
· to display the homework timetable prominently and make regular reference to homework issues

· to allow time during registration for discussion around particular homework tasks and assistance in completion, where needed.
· to contact parents through the planner on a weekly basis, if appropriate, but certainly in response to parental comments
· to discuss homework issues with Pupil Support Co-ordinators and subject teachers as needed
· Consulting homework timetable in Staff Guidance Document
Students

· to record homework tasks in their homework planner
· to also record handing in arrangements for each task

· to carry out each task to the best of his or her ability

· to write ‘homework’ above each set task in exercise book

· to write the time spent on each homework task in exercise book 

· to ensure that their parents sign their homework diary weekly
Parents

· to sign the homework planner each week and note any difficulties encountered

· to provide a suitable space for students to work at home

· to inform staff if homework cannot be completed for a particular reason

· to provide a sturdy bag in which students may transport work to and from college

· to support the college in using sanctions for non-completion of homework

· to access the Internet, where possible, to check on homework set through
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GUIDANCE FOR TEACHING STAFF ON THE SETTING OF

EFFECTIVE HOMEWORK TASKS

RATIONALE (from College Homework Policy):

1.
We believe homework provides a significant opportunity for our students to broaden their learning experiences

2.
We believe that homework is most successful where families support the students in their work

3.
We believe that homework helps to raise achievement by consolidation reinforcing skills and knowledge acquired during lesson time

     4.
We believe that five years of homework is equivalent to an extra year in college.

So how do we achieve the opportunities written above?

FACTS

Homework makes the greatest contribution to learning when

 Tasks are carefully planned and structured to support progression in learning as part of a scheme of work

 There is a consistent practice across the college in setting, managing and marking homework

 There is a regular programme with homework set on the night indicated in that programme

 When parents and students are clear about work set

 When there are high expectations of students completing homework with appropriate sanctions firmly identified for non-completion and any unsatisfactory work

 When students receive prompt clear feedback on their work

 When homework is differentiated to meet individual needs

HOW MUCH WORK SHOULD BE SET?

 Our policy states 45 minutes of homework per subject per week should be set in Year 7, rising to  90 minutes per subject per week in Key Stage 4.

HOMEWORK MUST BE OF A MEANINGFUL LENGTH AND UTILISE THE TIME ALLOWED WISELY

APPROPRIATE TASKS FOR HOMEWORK

Tasks should have a clear objective linked to study programmes.  Time should not be used for ‘finishing off’ work carried out in class. This can place a too light or too heavy burden on some children.

Suitable Tasks include:

Investigations

Interviews

Simple Experiments
Essay Writing

Research

Public Library Visit
Drafting/Editing
Report Writing

Reading

Designing

Structured Revision
Making a Model

Drawing

Word Processing
Desktop Publishing
Projects

Problem solving/Decision making

Letter writing

Comprehension

Highlighting salient parts from Internet Research

Final copy of draft classwork

Learning spellings with definitions


Unsuitable Tasks include:

Finishing off
Word Searches, either of the teachers’ design or students

Colouring in

Watching a tv programme without a focus

Collecting printed material ad hoc
‘Looking up’ exercises without a clear objective

Completing title pages
Printing and sticking reams of internet material
Covering books

Speaking to adults about an issue without an end objective

Designing posters without an evaluative conclusion

Alternative suggestions:

 Homework booklets could be devised for subject areas with a marking scheme and comments recorded on the front of the booklet

 A bank of resources could be developed within subject areas to reduce the level of photocopying 
 Purchasing exercise books for homework project work or all homework tasks to avoid the problem of ‘forgotten’ books which interrupt lesson progression

 Purchasing homework text books for individual students which could be utilised year on year
 Homework for students with special educational needs could be prepared in conjunction with Special Needs Department

 Share resources such as textbooks and pamphlets amongst colleagues to ensure that students have access to a variety of resources ie not simply black and white photocopies
 On-line homework tasks could be used BUT ONLY WHERE Internet facilities are offered during lunchtime for those students without internet facilities at home AND WHERE all tasks are monitored and marks recorded by the teacher to monitor completion and progress.
Above all

Please ensure that homework is planned, meaningful and complements classroom learning.
M Reeve

July 2007

Homework Log from Subject Teacher to Head of Department

Term 
1
2
3
4
5
6

	
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	Year 11

	Week 1


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 2


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 3


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 4


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 5


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 6


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE


Subject Teacher………………………………………………….

C - COMPREHENSION
WT – WRITTEN TASK

D – DRAWING

R – READING


RS – RESEARCH


RE - REPORT


Homework Log from  Head of Department to Network Manager
Term 
1
2
3
4
5
6

	
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10
	Year 11

	Week 1


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 2


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 3


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 4


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 5


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE

	Week 6


	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE 
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE
	Title of Task

C  WT  D 

R  RS  RE


Head of Department………………………………………………….
Monitoring of Homework 
Subject Area: 

Year Group:  

3 students from each class group in sample

Date of the Review: 


	Attainment
	Yes/No
	Comments

	What is the average level of attainment for the ability group and how does the quality of homework compare?


	
	

	Do boys and girls perform equally well in homework tasks?


	
	

	Is there evidence of homework set against the teacher log?

	
	

	Is the quality of homework and class work consistent?


	
	

	Are the homework tasks appropriate?


	
	

	Are the more able pupils working at an appropriate level?


	
	

	Are pupils with special needs working at an appropriate level?


	
	

	Summary, indicating whether or not standards of homework and rates of completion or improving or otherwise.



	Targets for Next Review
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