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POLICY AND PROCEDURE FOR SUPPORTING STUDENTS WITH

   
 
  MEDICAL NEEDS,INCLUDING MANAGING MEDICATION 

Rationale:

Most students have, at some time, a medical condition that may affect their joining in college activities. For many this will be short-term, perhaps finishing a course of medication. In some cases students will only need immediate short-term support. Arrangements for this can be found in the Staff Guidance Document.

Other students have medical conditions that, if not properly managed, could limit their access to education. These students are regarded as having medical needs but are able to attend college regularly with some support from college and can take part in most normal college activities. However, the college must identify the necessary safety measures to support such students and together with parents draw up a health care plan to ensure that they and others are not put at risk.

In order to facilitate the majority of students attending college the following procedures are in place so that children with short or long term needs receive proper care and support at college.

- Students may bring prescribed medication into college to finish off a course of treatment, e.g. antibiotics, or apply a lotion. This medication should be labelled and given into the college office with directions for use. The First Aider will supervise the taking of this medication during the college day.

NB: Prior written consent from parents or guardians is needed before any medication may be given to a child under 16.

- Students sometimes ask for painkillers in college, including aspirin and paracetamol. A First Aider may telephone a parent and ask them to bring in and administer medication to their child in the case of period pains or mild headache. College staff will not give non-prescribed tablets to students. They may not know whether the student has taken a previous dose, or whether the tablet may react with other medication taken.

- Students may carry inhalers for asthma in college. However, First Aiders via the college office must be informed that inhalers are in college and students must not share inhalers with other students. A spare inhaler, named, should be kept locked in the medical room for emergency use.

Parents of students with long-term medical needs, e.g. Epilepsy, diabetes, chronic asthma etc, must discuss long-term medical needs with the Head of Special Needs and a First Aider. A record of treatment and contact information will be held in the college office.

- First Aiders are available during the day. First Aid training is regularly updated by St John Ambulance.

- A record is kept by First Aiders of all first aid treatment given and any medication administered.  A copy of the First Aid form to be passed to Student Support Co-ordinators as soon as possible to ensure they are fully aware of situation.
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- If a student refuses to take medication, a First Aider will not force them to do so. Parents or carers will be informed as a matter of urgency and, if necessary, emergency services called.

- All medication is kept in a locked cabinet next to the college office.

- Medication must be labelled with the name of the student, the name and dose of the drug and the frequency of administration.

DRUGS MUST NOT BE TRANSFERRED FROM THEIR ORIGINAL CONTAINERS

- College staff will not dispose of medicines. Parents should collect medicines held at college at the end of each term and are then responsible for their disposal.

- All staff should know how to call the emergency services. Guidance is printed in the college office. Students taken to hospital by ambulance should be accompanied by a member of staff if it has not been possible to contact a parent or carer. Usually it is better that a parent or carer is with a student in case parental permission is needed for treatment.

- Generally staff should not take students to hospital in their own car. However, in an emergency it may be the best course of action. The member of staff should be accompanied by another adult and have public liability/business use vehicle insurance.

A copy of this policy appears in the College Health and Safety Policy as Appendix J. Copies held as per circulation described in the policy.
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