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POLICY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Sustainable development is essential to ensure quality of life without damaging the planet for the future.  This requires a balance between economic prosperity, social equity and care for the environment.

King Edwards VI Humanities College is aware of its responsibility to promote and practise sustainable development and as a Rural Dimension specialist college is acutely aware of these responsibilities specifically within a rural environment.   This approach is reflected in the aims and values of the college.

· We encourage in everyone self-esteem and respect and tolerance of each other within a caring environment built on strong links with school, home and the local community.

· We offer a wide range of curricular opportunities and extra-curricular experiences.  Our curriculum endeavours to be broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated.  It will allow students to gain appropriate and useful qualifications.

· We believe that it is important to prepare students for life, enabling them to become well adjusted members of society.

· We will incorporate a coherent programme of guidance to enable students to develop as citizens and to take decisions about themselves.

At King Edwards we

· Encourage our students to care for themselves, for each other and for the environment

· Challenge our students to use their individual talents so that they can contribute to the economic prosperity of their local community, the countryside and the global environment.

· Promote and practise principles of social equity both in college and through our links with local and global communities.
· Empower our students to lead sustainable lives through educating them in sustainable behaviours.

· To share responsibility for the wider community for promoting and practising policies which show concern and care for the future of the 
global environment.

The Government recommend 8 Gateways through which colleges should operate to achieve a level of sustainability. This college will endeavour to address issues of global sustainability in all areas of college life.

1. Inclusion
As part of our commitment to the “Every Child Matters” agenda our students are encouraged to participate in decision making through bodies such as the student council and the local town council.  We encourage them to feel confident about finding solutions and to enjoy making positive contributions to society.  Issues such as discrimination, equality of opportunity, citizenship cultural and spiritual awareness and care for the environment are consistent themes for all students to engage in.
2. Healthy eating

We acknowledge that better catering helps improve student and staff health, concentration, and learning outcomes.

In line with our college Nutrition Policy all food and drinks offered to students, staff and visitors are nutritionally healthy and where possible, produced locally.  Parents are aware of this policy and actively support it.  The college has achieved Healthy Schools status and actively involves students through school council and tutor groups in decisions regarding menus.
3. Energy and water

As an environmentally friendly college we are conscious of the need to conserve energy and water and the college has been adapted to encourage efficiency in these areas.  We continually monitor energy use and develop ways of reducing consumption.

4. Travel and traffic

The college travel plan promotes walking and cycling to college.   We engage with the county councils travel policy and encourage students to cycle to college The building of a new lockable bike shed will encourage further use of bicycles.  Greener travel contributes towards safety, fitness and alertness of our students and also reduces emission levels and congestion.
5. Purchasing and waste 

The college reuses and recycles wherever possible with recycle bins in every classroom. There is a policy of only printing when necessary and a 4 page limit is set on all printing.  Equipment and lights are switched off when not in use and wherever possible, we will reuse or dispose of old equipment in an ecologically sound way.

6. Buildings and grounds

The college will be adapted with sustainability at the forefront.  An allotment has been created for the college to grow its own vegetables and a chicken run developed for the production of fresh eggs.  An outdoor classroom has been created for students to experience, first hand, some of the practices of sustainability.

The college grounds have been adapted to create a natural environment in which students can relax, using recycled materials where possible.
In our sustainable college, classrooms will be welcoming, clean and reassuring places to learn. There is already a zero-tolerance to litter, graffiti and bullying which is reinforced by staff demonstrating positive, caring, responsible behaviours.
7. Local wellbeing

Through engaging with parents, local businesses, schools and community groups, we regularly provide activities such as environmental days, raising awareness of sustainability issues.

8. Global dimension

As a college we participate in many activities linking us to the wider world.  Many curriculum areas have built in links with schools in other countries and we support two children as part of “Plan International” through regular fund raising.  We have links with an international school in Nepal and are working as part of the Comenius project with Germany and Turkey.   
It will be obvious from the above that none of these doorways can (or should) be viewed in isolation: all are connected, one way or another, to at least one other. This is because they are all vantage points on the life of the college as a whole. 
In a sustainable college there is a clear focus on the student through three important lenses; the curriculum, the campus and the community.

These three aspects encourage students to:

care for oneself

care for one another

care for the environment

Curriculum

Student learning and achievement that integrates academic, practical and ethical concerns, that acknowledges the significance of the issues raised by the sustainable schools initiative both now and in the future; that recognises the existence of different perspectives on problems and what might be done and finally, appreciates the argument for involvement at a personal/social level in addressing the well being of self and others.
The college has a “Rural Dimension” specialism and as a result sustainability is a priority throughout all areas of the curriculum.

All subject areas have clear links in their schemes of work to themes which support the college Rural Dimension.  In Key Stage four all students have the opportunity to access the Land Based Diploma at a local agricultural college. 

Through citizenship every student takes part in a community project.   The college house system promotes raising money through support for specific global and national charities.  In the event of a global disaster fund raising is mobilised to contribute to disaster funds raising global awareness amongst the college and local community.

Campus

Greater awareness by governors, senior staff, teachers and students about how the issues raised by the sustainable schools initiative could impact on all aspects of college life.
In addition, these groups will look at what the college could do, as a community, to change and develop in order to give greater consideration to cost savings, sustainability of buildings and grounds. These actions would provide positive teaching resources and an enhanced involvement of students in decision making.
Site Managers and the Finance Officer will have due regard to the attached ‘Ten Top Tips’ in assessing economic use of services and facilities. See Appendix 1

Community

Increased local community involvement in all aspects of college life, with the opening up of the college for community use and spread of ideas related to sustainable living. There will also be a recognition that the idea of community is now seen at a global level, given our economic interdependence, social linkages and shared environmental problems.
Parents will be encouraged to take part in whole college activities related to sustainability and support sustainable messages through their actions at home.

Monitoring and reviewing

The policy for sustainability forms part of the college development plan and will be reviewed bi-annually by the college leadership team and the Finances and Resources Committee monitoring progress towards our objectives
policy adopted: 
July 2008

Policy reviewed: 
July 2009/2010/2011
Review date:

July 2012
PAGE  
4

